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village the houses whereof were all of the same height, and
each of which contained a ready-made sepulchre, and the
inhabitants had neither a governor nor a Q&zi. When
Eskandar examined them on these subjects, they replied:
' Men are always vying with each other, who will be
greater; but no such rivalry exists among us, therefore all
the houses are equal, and we require no magistrate. We
keep the graves before our eyes to remind us of death, and
of the transitoriness of this life.'246 Eskandar continued:
' If I were to give you a more agreeable place than this,
would you emigrate to it?' They replied: 'We request
your majesty to ward off death from us/ Eskandar said :
' If such a thing were in the power of any man, it would be
in mine.' They continued: ' As so powerful a king is
unable to aid us in this matter, we would pray that we be
allowed to remain in the position we are, for there is some
pleasure to live in the place where we were born and
educated/

It is also related that during his conquests Eskandar
arrived in a city which had been governed by seven kings,
the sons succeeding their fathers. When Eskandar asked
whether any one of that dynasty was yet alive, he obtained
the information that a young man, who had abdicated
the kingdom, was dwelling in the cemetery. Eskandar
then paid him a visit with some of his courtiers, asked him
why he had abandoned the royal power, dwelt in the bury-
ing-ground, and had no desire to engage !in government
affairs. The royal prince observed: ' 0 king ! I am occu-
pied with a business which entirely absorbs my attention,
so that I can spare none for the affairs of government/
Zulqarneen said: ' If you are engaged in anything besides the
contemplation of rotten bones let me know it,' The royal
prince said: 'When I considered the world and its transi-
toriness I kept aloof from mankind, and selected a cemetery
for my abode. It is a long time since I am trying to
separate the bones of kings from those of slaves and mean

m The above passage occurs also in the A'jdil-ul-luldan [Wonders
of Countries] of Qazvini.